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ROMAN FAMILY COINS. 


Among the friendly criticisms which have been pronounced upon this JouRNAL, since it 
passed into the hands of its present Literary Editor, the one which has most frequently come 
to our ears is that its articles ‘‘are of too /earneda character”. To us, mere tyros as we 
have ever confessed ourselves to be in the vast field of Numismatics, and taking up, as we 
do, that most comprehensive study comparatively late in life, the charge appears amusing in 
itself, though unsatisfactory in regard to the low standard of judgment which it of necessity 
implies. Let those who hazard such an opinion repair to the Numismatic Alcove of the 
Astor Library, and spend half an hour in turning over the pages of the French and English 
Numismatic Periodicals there collected, and they will return home with a somewhat juster 
notion of what constitutes real learning in this science. One of our enthusiastic admirers, 
for we have our share of these as well as of fault-finders, does not hesitate to write to us 
that it is “‘the study of studies”; and so it is, when we consider that every branch of human 
knowledge may not only be made subservient to it, but is, each in its turn, absolutely neces- 
sary for its elucidation. In relation to our own method of proceeding, we declared as long 
ago as May, 1867, that it was our sole ambition to deserve old Chaucer’s eulogy, gladly to 
“lerne and gladly teche”. For what says the proverbial distich which Sir William Hamil- 
ton has quoted on this most effective means of self-instruction ?— 

“ Discere si queris, doceas: sic ipse doceris; 
Nam studio tali tibi proficis atque sodali.”* 

An actual and prominent fault in the JourRNAL, on the other hand, is, as we are well 
convinced, its excessive sameness of style, and want of variety in matter, resulting, as they 
do, from the fact that we so rarely receive literary contributions either from critics or 
admirers. Hence three-fourths of every number have to be supplied by the Editor’s own 
pen. This palpable disproportion, while it imposes on him too severe a burden, is alto- 
gether at variance with the correct theory of a periodical publication; and we would take 
this opportunity to observe that the want of punctuality of which some of our friends com- 
plain, is directly traceable to this cause. The professional and business engagements of the 
Editors must take precedence of their gratuitous attention to the JouRNAL; but, while we 
no longer profess to issue it on the First, we nevertheless endeavor not to overpass the 
middle of each month. If this reluctance on the part of contributors, of which we feel the 
consequences in over-work, and our subscribers in want of promptness, arise in any degree 
from a modest fancy that the Editors, or the Society, or American numismatists anywhere, 
are profoundly or alarmingly erudite, they ought at once to disabuse themselves of the error, 
and proceed henceforward on the simple plan of ‘‘ teach and be taught’, telling us all that 
they know, while we furnish in return what little our stores can yield. In connection with 
this topic we would observe that it has long been a favorite idea with us personally, to trans- 
fer the conduct of the JoURNAL annually from one of our principal Numismatic Societies to 
another. Each one, in turn, delegating the editorship to some competent officer or member, 
little jealousies would be soothed, a healthy emulation would be excited, the labor of con- 
tributing to the general stock of knowledge fairly distributed, and every good result of a Nu- 
mismatic Convention attained, without its attendant confusion and waste of time and power. 


* Note by Sir William Hamilton in his edition of Reid’s Collected Writings, Edinb. 1849, p. 725-6 
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The bond of union between the fraternity throughout our land would thereby be rendered 
strong and beneficial, and the JouRNAL would become most thoroughly an American one. 
To those who have perused with any degree of attention our successive numbers it will 
have been evident—and this alone is sufficient to confute the accusation which has been 
brought against us—that the intensely interesting subjects of Greek and Roman Numis- 
matics have barely been touched on in our pages. Our silence on such themes, which 
absorb the whole attention of many collectors, at least in foreign countries, may be attributed 
partly to that ignorance which we candidly avow, partly to the comparative difficulty of 
obtaining specimens for study. In our private Cabinet, while the drawers devoted to 
modern times and countries are, many of them, filled to repletion, and our historic crowns 
and dollars count by hundreds, the ancient department, on the contrary, is scant and slow of 
growth. Mr. Oliver’s recent sale has enabled us to supply a few of its lamentable deficien- 
cies, or at least to lay the foundation of what may eventually illustrate, to some appreciable 
degree, the history of those immortal races from whom we derive so much of our present 
culture. Having obtained, in addition to many others, between forty and fifty of his “ Ro- 
man Family Coins”, we were led, while cursorily examining these and a few more which 
we already possessed, to consider the broad and vivid light which they throw on the Annals, 
the Antiquities and the Mythology of the ‘* Gens Yogata”. In relation to Roman Antiqui- 
ties, especially, we could not but look back with regret to the dreary college lessons in 
“the old man Adam”, that worthy Edinburgh pedagogue, unenlivened, according to our 
student experience, by a single comparison with modern institutions, or illustration from 
numismatic memorials. How would our eyes have kindled could we then have seen, or 
owned, as we do now, at an insignificant cost, a coin of the Family ACILIA, with its type 
of Hygeia on the one side, and Salus, beauti ful as she ought to be, on the other, with the 
legend III VIR VALET'V (dinis), proving the existence of a Metropolitan Board of Health 
at Rome! With what increase of interest would we have read, in the seventeenth Book of 
the Odyssey, the story of the old dog Argus, who alone of all the dwellers on Ithaca, recog- 
nizes Ulysses in his mendicant disguise, and who dies of joy at the sight of the long absent 
king, could we have viewed, as now, that incident represented on a Denarius of the Gens 
MAMILIA, which traced its origin to “the man of many counsels” through his grand- 
daughter Mamilia and his son Telegonus! How clear a glance do we gain into the mystery 
of Roman supernaturalism when we observe the demons Paleness and Fear (‘ Pallor” and 
“ Pavor”’) each on coins of the HOSTILII, as an assertion of the house’s descent from 
King Tullus Hostilius, who built a temple to these deities after he had been routed by the 
men of Veii! How completely do such evidences of vitality counteract the too prevalent 
tone of thinking in respect to the men of old, as if they had never lived essentially the same 
life as we! 
Our established system being to form a Numismatic Library in proportion to the extent 
of our Cabinet, we have taken a survey of the books relating to this subject of “ Roman 
Consular, or Family Coins,” as they are called, in contradistinction to those of the Empire; 
and, not possessing, as yet, a single treatise of the kind, have marked them out to be 
purchased, as opportunity may serve. Vaillant’s ** Nummi Antiqui Familiarum Romanarum’’, 
published at Amsterdam, 1703, chronologically heads the list. Next follows the “ Thesau- 
us” of Morell, with the commentary of Havercamp, Amsterdam, 1734. Gessner’s “* The- 
saurus Numismatum”, a ponderous folio like the two preceding, and described on p. xvii of 
Pinkerton’s preface, comes next in order. An Italian work by G. G. Riccio, entitled “ Le 
Monete delle Antiche Famiglie di Roma’, of which the second edition was published at Naples 
in 1843, appears to enjoy a high reputation; but we observe that the compiler of Thieme’s 
“ Numismatischer Verkebr”’, or quarterly catalogue of coins kept on sale at Leipsic, almost 
always refers, in the case of Roman Family Coins, to a French authority, Cohen’s “ Mon- 
nates Impériales”’, in which the mintage of the Republic would therefore seem to be included. 
We pass from these ‘‘ desiderata’”’ to other, and accessible, publications. In Akerman’s 
“ Numismatic Manual” we find little more than an index of names of Families, with the 
oracular C appended to almost every one and indicating that its silver is common. The 
subject is treated in a more satisfactory way in Humphrey s’ “Coin Collector’s Manual,” 
which affords the student some attractive glimpses, as it were, into a fertile region. Our 
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own information, at the moment, is however mainly derived from Grisse’s ‘“* Handbuch der 
Alten Numismatik”, Leipsic, 1854, a book elaborated with the usual German conscientious- 
ness, and adorned with electrotype fac-similes of many of the coins described. On it we 
shall generally rely for the correctness of our ftirther observations, after reminding the reader 
that Dr. William Smith’s ‘‘ Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities” , and especially 
his “¢ Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology”, impart extensive knowl 
edge on all points involved in these researches, not seldom accompanied by wood-cuts of 
coins. 

The articles in these Dictionaries, being furnished by some of the best scholars of Eng- 
land, and based on the investigations of their German guides, are quite worthy of the 
advanced position which the European learning of our day has gained in the exploration of 
antiquity. We accordingly find the remarks on Family Coins, which these volumes contain, 
to be more in accordance with those of Grisse, than with such descriptions as we have met 
with in English and American catalogues, from Dr. Mead’s, printed more than a century iy 
down to Mr. Oliver’s of last month. The reverse of ACOLEIA, for example, is given, i 
the former, as ** Tres nymphet in arbores mutata’’; in the latter, as “ the three sisters of Phe 
ton changing into trees”’; ‘but, our German authority, in addition to the interpretation of the 
female head on the obverse as Acca Laurentia, nurse of Romulus, which neither of the 
others gives, explains the reverse as exhibiting statues of three tree-nymphs, the “‘ nymphe 
querquetulane”’, at the sanctuary of the Lares, on the Caelian Mount. Here then we have 
original exploration, and a deviation from the beaten path into a new road, which the enthu- 
Siastic student will pursue with eagerness. 

As the Family Coins are always arranged, so far as we know, in alphabetical order, the 
situation of a novice, in entering on their study, is even more confusing than that of the 
rustic in the restaurant. We shall therefore confine ourselves to the letter A at present, 
and get through with that, as he did with the “ potages”, at one sitting. We obtained, at 
the Oliver sale, the AEMILIA, with the device of King Aretas of Arabia kneeling by the 
side of his camel in token of submission to M, Aemilius Scaurus. This piece is both ele- 
gantly delineated and exactly described and explained in “Smith”, one side relating, as it 
does, to Scaurus, Sulla’s step-son, whose interesting blogyaphy is also given there, and the 
other to P. Plautius Hypsaeus, Scaurus’ colleague as Curule Aédile. King Aretas of Arabia 
(Petraea) is supposed by Mr, Watson, in an interesting and valuable letter recently written 
us in regard to Family Coins, to be the father of that first wife of Herod Antipas, whom 
Herod divorced to make room for Herodias. He is spoken of as ** Aretas the King” in 2 
Corinth. xi. 32. But, according to Smith, our correspondent is incorrect in this, as the 
Aretas defeated by Scaurus lived too long before to admit of their identity. The father of 
this Scaurus, called like the son, Marcus /Emilius, restored, while censor, the famous 
Milvian, which we take to be equivalent to A‘milian, bridge over the Tiber, afterwards 
celebrated for the battle in which Constantine defeated Maxentius and overthrew paganism, 
A.D. 312; and Mr. Watson observes that another AEMILIA, which we acquired, rev. 
an equestrian figure on a bridge, may have reference thereto. Tyhis is possible. 

The so-called “ legionary” coins of the family ANTONIA, of which we obtained, at the 
sale, one pertaining to the Seventh Legion, appear to us to be eminently interesting. On the 
obverse there is a fine Galley, with the legend ANT AVG III. VIR RPC, that is, Anton- 
ius, Augur, Triumvir for Consolidating the Republic. On the reverse we have the Roman 
legionary Eagle, between two ordinary standards, and with the legend LEG VII. The 
sacred bird, as there represented, is very peculiar in appearance, altogether different from his 
*¢ American cousin”, but undoubtedly a correct portrait of the golden one which no Roman 
soldier could abandon and honorably live. “The best account of these coins which we have 
met with is contained ina little book not yet cited by us, entitled “A Manual of Roman 


Coins”’,* with no author’s sitbati but published at London in oak With this an 





The writer, whose initials are W. B., and who does not appear to be a perfect master of she English ng suage, gives us 
in his erengagon p. 2, the following account which supplements our inadequate notice of one of the authorities men- 
tioned above: “The most complete and best work on Roman coins is H. Cohen’s * Médailles Consulaires’, Paris, 1857, 
4to.; and Médailles Impériales’, six volumes, 8vo, by the same author, who has described every type known, except the 
colonial and Greek imperial coins, which is still a desideratum”. 
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we close our article, having broken ground in a soil which will manifestly, and richly, repay 
cultivation. ‘The numbers run from II. to XXVI. consecutively, and there is one of the 
XXX legion. The first legion appears on the coins LEG. PRI.; it is excessively 
rare ; a specimen was sold in the Campana sale, in 1846, for £9 15s. 6d. Dr. Knott had a 
specimen reading LEG. PMA. The one described by Eckhel, LEG. I., specimens of 
which are occasionally seen in collections, is one of the common varieties, with part of the 
number erased, leaving only I. This has been done by some rascal to pass for a genuine 
coin of the first legion, and by this means enhance its price. The fourth legion is num- 
bered III]. and IV.; the ninth VIIII. and 1X.; the fourteenth, XIIII. and XIV.; the 
eighteenth, XVIII. and XIIX. ; and the nineteenth, XVIIII., and XIX.” 





INTERESTING DISCOVERY. A BERMUDA SIXPENCE! 


No. 100 Wittiam Street, 6¢h Fuly, 1868. 

My Dear Sir :—I write these few lines under the impression that the readers of the Numismatic 
Journat will be interested in learning that a gentleman of my acquaintance, of the name of Holmes, 
and living in Brooklyn, has in his possession a coin which, in my judgment, proves that the collec- 
tors have been wrong up to this time in calling the Bermuda piece a Penny. It has the figure of 
XII on it, and the piece that I allude to is just half the size, having VI, which shows that it was 
meant for sixpence, and was doubtless forced upon the people in hard times at the value of sixpence, 
and what has hitherto been called the penny at twelve pence, in the same manner as the Gun Money 
of James the Second of England was passed as silver money, or at the value of the crown, half crown, 
shilling and sixpence. 

The coin in Mr. Holmes’ possession is, most unquestionably, genuine. It was sent to him by 
his brother, residing in Bermuda, and the family from whom it came have had it for seventeen years. 

Mr. H. told me that he wrote to his brother some few years back describing what we have always 
called the Bermuda Hog Penny, and told him that if he should ever come across one it would pay 
him to purchase it, not however expecting that he would ever meet with one, and much less with 
what he called the half penny. 

I have spoken to Mr. Mickley about it, and he tells me he had never heard of it before. I have 
never had any great fancy for the term wzigve, but I think the coin in question is about as much 
entitled to the term as any coin in the United states. Yours faithfullly, 

Epwarp Cocean. 


To Dr. C. E. Antruon. : 





NUMISMATICS IN LITERATURE. 


Mr. Epitor: 

In reply to your invitation, given in the last November number, I venture to send you a few thoughts, 
strung together at random, hoping that they may be found worthy of a corner in the JourNaL. 

I was much interested in your February correspondent’s researches through the poetic world 
for “* Numismatic Extracts”; and I am desirous of adding to Ben. Tivoglio’s commendation of Dr. 
Leyden’s Ode to an Indian Gold Coin, the recorded fact of that talented author’s having “on one 
“occasion walked between forty and fifty miles, and back again, for the sole purpose of visiting an 
“old person who possessed an ancient historical ballad ”’. 

I, too, am unacquainted with a reference to any coin, by name, on the part of any American 
poet; and conclude that the invention of the universally-accepted phrase “ A/mighty Dodlar” must 
be regarded as the only instance of its kind in American literature. 

In your November number you allude to the frequent reference to coins by Shakespeare, and to 
the instances you noticed might be added :-— 

‘Were I in England now, and had but this fish painted, not a holiday fool there but would give a@ piece of silver; there 
“ would this monster make a man ; any strange beast there makes a man; when they will not give a doit to relieve a 
“ beggar they will lay out ten to see a dead Indian.”—Tempest, Act 2, ScENE 2. 

Again :— 

“ Here is the Will, and under Czasar’s seal, 
“To every Roman citizen he gives 
‘“Tozevery several man, seventy-five drachmas, 
Jutius Casar, Act 3, SCENE 2. 
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In « The Merchant of Venice ”, we find :— 


Bassanio.—* For thy three thousand ducats here is six. 
Shylock.—“ 1f every ducaz in six thousand ducats 
“ Were in six parts, and every part a ducat, 
“T would not draw them, I would have my bond”. 
Id. Act 4, Scene 1. 

We have “doits ” and “ chequins”’, continually recurring, with ‘ pennies” and « halfpennies ” 
past counting. 

To come down to later times :—in Bickerstaffe’s *« Love in a Village” (1762), we have the “ Jolly 
Miller” singing, 

“No lawyer, surgeon or doctor e’er had a groat from me ”, 
besides the time-honored song, 
“Td rather have a guinea than a one pound note”. 

In a collection entitled «« The Whim of the Day ”, published in 1801, we find a satirical song, 
“The Guinea”:— 

“ The worst of all dunces, we know very well, 
“ Only show them a guinea, I warrant they spell ”. 

Throughout Dibdin’s songs we have constant allusion to money, albeit under such phrases as ‘ ye/- 
low boys”, and * shiners”’; whilst, even in our own day, we have Horace Smith in his “ Address to 
the Mummy ” suggesting that 

“ Perchance, that very hand, now pinioned flat, 
“ Has dropped a halfpenny in Homer’s hat”; 


and, better still, to our purpose, poor Tom Hood, in his humorous poem “ Miss Kilmansegge and 
her Golden Leg” has certainly rung the changes on Gold to a greater extent than has ever been 
crowded into so small a space :— 
* Gold! Gold! Gold! Gold! 
“ Good or bad, a thousand fold, 
“ How widely its agencies vary, 
* To save, to ruin, to curse, to bless, 
S As even its minted coins express, 
“ Now stamped with the image of good Queen Bess, 
“ And now with a Bloody Mary”. 
Mr. Epiror, I am reminded of John Gilpin’s ride, showing how he rode farther than he intended. 
I have gone beyond my bounds, and out of reasonable length, so must close by announcing that, if 
acceptable to your pages, I can show that Scotch literature also is replete with allusion to the “ Anti- 
quarian Trade,” to say nothing of the old English Essayists. 1 however make my bow for this time, 
assuring you 4 
“ Hee scripsi non otii abundantia, sed amoris erga te”. 
Tutty’s EpisTes, 
I have written this not out of abundance of leisure but of my good wishes toward you. 
I am, sir, yours obediently, 
A Voice From THE Crowp. 
Montreal, May 8th, 1868. 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Norice.— Tbe American Numismatic and Archeological Society will be at all times pleased to communicate 
with any individuals or Societies, on Numismatic or Archeological topics, to answer questions and give 
all information desired, Letters of inquiry addressed to “« Ropert Hewitt, Jr., 93 Wall St., Cor. 
Sec’y,” will receive prompt attention. 


Regular Meeting, Fune 11th, 1868.—Owing to the inclemency of the weather, there was not a 
quorum present this evening. The President exhibited the following English Coronation Medals 
in silver: James II., Anne, George I., George II., Caroline, George III., Charlotte, George IV., 
William the Fourth and Adelaide, Halliday’s Victoria, and Pistrucci’s Victoria. 
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Regular Meeting, June 25th, 1868.—President Anthon in the chair. After the reading and 


approval he minutes of the previous meeting, the Editorial Committe reported progress, 
Mr. Parish, on behalf of the Lincoln Medal Committee, reported the distribution of fifty-four of 
tne m / t subscribers, 
\ motion of Mr. Wood, that the Lincoln Medal, now provisionally in the possession of che Mint, 
presented definitively to the Cabinet there, was adopted, 
Donations: Confederate paper money from Mr. Leonard, Norwalk, Conn. Consular Seals and 


Autographs from Mr. C. L. Sauer, N. Y. A 50 Centime piece of Napoleon IIL., from Mr. W. D. 
Greene. The Constitution and By-Laws of the R, I. Num, Society, from the Society, A photo. 
graph of a Wedgewood Medallion of Franklin, from Mr. Parker, Springfield, Mass. Revenue 
Stamps from Mr. Applegate, San Francisco. A copy of Snowden’s Washington and National 
Medals, a volume on the Catacombs of Rome, three Grant Campaign Medals and Postage Stamps, 
all from Mr. F. A. Wood, N. Y. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a number of letters and communications from Corresponding 
Members and others. 

On nomination by Mr. J. N. T. Levick, Messrs, T, F. Bates, Grand Traverse, Mich., Chas, 
Gschwend, Etna, Pa., B. De Silva, New Orleans, La., were elected Corresponding Members of the 
Society. 

A paper on the Somerindyke Mansion, Bloomingdale road, near the Five Mile Stone, refuting 
some statements of an article in the N. Y. Boening Post, such as that Louis Philippe taught school 
there or somewhere in this country, was read by Mr, Parish, for which thanks were voted. Speci- 
mens of Dutch Tiles from the chimney-piece in Louis Philippe’s school-room, so-called, were 
exhibited in connection with the paper. 

On motion, a committee was appointed to present to the Union League Club an impression of the 
Lincoln Medal. The President exhibited a very large silver Coronation Medal of the Emperor 
Alexander of Russia, and a proof Thaler of Liechtenstein, the smallest State in Germany, after which 
the Society adjourned to the second Thursday in October, 

Jas. Ouiver, Recording Secretary. 





NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


At the regular meeting of this Society on Thursday evening, June 18th, it was voted to procure a 
copy of the work on Canadian tokens, shortly to be published, for the Society. 

Mr. Crosby exhibited a gold medal presented to Hon. G. V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy, during his late visit to Russia. This Medal is size 43, and weighs 7} oz. It was struck by 
order of the Emperor of Russia to commemorate the Edict of Emancipation, and bears upon the 
obverse a Noble and Serf clasping hands in presence of the Emperor. At the feet of the Emperor 
lie broken shackles, at the right are Astronomical instruments, and at the left Agricultural implements, 
fruit and grain. Legend, “‘ 1g February, 1861.’ (Old style.) 

The reverse bears a radiant cross surrounded by a legend, of which the following i is a translation: 
«« Orthodox people under this sign pray to God to bless the Act of Emancipation.” 

Mr. Crosby also exhibited the three sizes of the Wyon copy of the Lincoln Medal published by 
the American Numismatic and Archeological Society of New York. 

After attending to the regular business of the Society, the meeting adjourned. 

S. H. Cuappourne, Secretary, pro tem. 





RHODE ISLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 


Regular Meeting, June 15, 1868.—The meeting called to order at 8 o’clock; the President in the 
chair. Nothing satisfactory was presented concerning the Louisiana pieces of 1721-22, and the 
subject was postpoped till the next meeting. The discussion of U.S. Cents of 1793, also deferred. 

The Association listened to a valuable biographical sketch of Gen. Harrison, read by Mr. Gorton, 
and on motion of Mr. Paine adopted the following resolution : 
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Revelwed, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to Mr. Gorton for his interesting essay, and 
hat a copy be requested for the archives of the Association 
Che Cabinet Hepes reported a donation to the Society by Mr. Fisher of a number of Colonials, 
arly a complete set of Half Cents in excellent condition, a Victoria Bridge Medal, proof, and 
ne specimens of Rhode Island Colonial and Continental currency. Mr. Winsor exhibited a com 
te set of the Ormond Siege Pieces, and a large number of English Copper coins, the latter proofs, 
A letter was read from Prof. Charles E. Anthon, and the Association adjourned to September 21st. 
G. D. Hersey, Secretary. 





THE STANDARD CURRENCY OF BORNEO. 


« The standard currency of Borneo is brass guns. This is not a figure of speech, nor do | mean 
small pistols or blunderbusses ; but real cannon, five to ten feet Jong, and heavy in proportion. The 
metal is estimated at so much a picul, and articles are bought and sold, and change given by means of 
this awkward coinage. The picul contains 100 cafties, each of which weighs about 14 English 
pounds. ‘There is one advantage about this currency : it is not easily stolen.”—F, Boyle, Adventures 
among the Dyaks, p. 100. 

To the word catties the author subjoins a foot-note as follows :— 

‘Tea purchased in small quantities is frequently enclosed in boxes containing one catty, I offer 


a diffident suggestion that this may possibly be the derivation of our familiar tea-caddy.” ‘ 





THE OLIVER SALE. 

Mr. Oliver’s interesting Sale, which took place on the 3d, 4th, and sth of last month, may be regarded as, on the whole, 
a success. The ancient coins brought prices decidedly low. There seems to be, in regard to such pieces, an apathy which 
ought not to exist. ‘The Medals, which were generally fine, and selected from various sales, during a course of years, with 
liscrimination and taste, alsosold low. There were numerous specimens of the beautiful Italian portrait medals of Cerbara 
and Girometti, by no means easy to meet with, sacrificed at almost nominal prices. The English coins, on the other hand, 
sold very well, the “ Oxford Pound Piece ” bringing $46 ; a complete set of “ Ormond Siege Pieces” (7), $28 ; the Silver 
War Medals and Coronation Medals, eliciting very liberal bids, and the Canadian Tokens, extravagant ones. The “ Side- 
View” Bank of Montreal Half-penny, for instance, sold for $2.50; the “‘ Bank Token. } Penny, Montreal,” for $4.25 ; 
Lesslie & Sons’ 2 D. for $1.75; “ F. McDermott; Depository of Arts, St. John,” for $1.50, and a “ Magdalen Island ” 
Penny for $1.12! The result of this Sale seemed to prove that an intermixture of Americangieces is necessary to make 
even a superior collection attract full attention from purchasers, 


VARIA. 

From the London Athenaeum of March 21 we take the following :—*“ A very remarkable gold coin 
has recently been brought to this country from India. Its value and importance appear in a few 
words of description communicated by General A. Cunningham. ‘ But what’, he writes, ‘is a double 
gold mohur compared to the great gold Eucratides which has just been brought from Bokhara by Aga 
Zebalun Bokhari? It is two inches and a half in diameter, and weighs tem staters, or eleven guineas ! 
It has the usual helmeted head on one side, with the horsemen and inscription on the reverse. The 
owner has refused 700/. for it. It is genuine, and beats all the Greek coins hitherto discovered’.” 
The subject was thus pursued on the 28th of the same month. “ Last week we spoke of a very 
remarkable gold coin, a great gold Eucratides. ‘The first gold Eucratides’, writes Mr. Hyde Clarke, 
‘came into the possession of M. Svoboda, of Bagdad, and, after being offered to the British Museum, 
was sold to the Imperial Museum at Paris for 30,000 francs, or 1200/. Is this the same as that 
described by General A, Cunningham? M. Svoboda has now on hand a silver Eucratides of the 
same size’,”’ The following item from the N. Y. Times, of April 26, is interesting, in connection 
with the leading article in our Journat for last May :—** The ladies of Venice have decided that the 
wedding gift which they are to present to the Princess Margherita shall consist of a set of ornaments 
composed of Venetian sequins. Of these coins the rarest will be chosen, and they will be strung 
together with those slender, delicate and artistic chains, the fabrication of which was formerly known 
only to the goldsmiths of that city. The entire suite of ornaments is to be in antique taste and in 
the Oriental style, enclosed in a rich mosaic jewel-case”. The same Paper, for May 10, contained 
this curious account:—*‘A silver medal, having this inscription on its face, ‘ James Madison, Pres- 
ident of the United States, A. D. 1809’, has been dug up at College Bluff, near Red Wing, Minn, 
On the reverse is a hatchet and pipe crossed, and clasped hands underneath, with the inscription, 
‘Peace and Friendship’. One of the clasped hands shows the wrist covered by a coat-sleeve, the 
other wrist not covered. ‘The medal is supposed to have belonged to a Sioux warrior named Tam-a-ha, 
who lived at Fort Snelling until about 1850. The boy who found it sold it for $50”. 
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United States, commencing in 1862 and ending in 1864. 
[NEW YORK.—CONTINUED FROM THE SEPTEMBER NUMBER, } 


.: Nearly the same as Obverse No. 300. Rev.: Same as Reverse No. 300. C. B. GS, 
N. T. 

Similar to Obverse No. 300. Rev.: Eagle on shield with ribbons inscribed. “E 
Pluribus Unum.” «“ United States Medal 1863.” C. B. GS, N. T. 

: Same as obverse No, 302. Rev.: An Indian head, 13 stars. “1863.” C. B. GS, 
N. T. 

: J. Sommers Jones Wood Hotel N. YY.” Rev.: A tree, surrounded by 13 stars. 
“ Horter. 1863.” S.C. B. GS. T. Size 14. 


.: “Staudinger’s 116 Broadway N. Y.” Two stars. Rev.: Shield of the U. S. with 


ribbon inscribed “E, Pluribus Unum.” ‘“ 1863” below. “ L. Roloff.” above. 

: Inscription reads the same as Obverse No. 305. Rev.: Design nearly the same as 
Reverse No. 305, but larger. ‘“ 1863” and “ L. Roloff.”’ below the shield. C. Size 15. 

: “S*. Charles Billiard Rooms 584 & 586 8" Av’. N. Y.” one star and two arrowheads, 
Rev.: “ Not one Cent” enclosed within a wreath. C. 

Same as Obverse No. 307. Rev.: “Not one Cent, L. Roloff.” enclosed with a 

wreath. C. 

; Same as Obverse No. 307. Rev.: An Indian head, C. 

««§. Steinfeld Sole Agent for the U.S.” «E. Sigel.” Coat of Arms of France. Rev.; 
“« Principal Depot of the French Cognac Bitters 70 Nassau St.” C. T. Size 15. 

: Same as Obverse No. 310. Rev.: “ Principal Depot 1863 of the French Cognac Bit- 
ters 70 Nassau St. N. Y.” C. Size 15. 

: Inscription same as Obverse No. 310, but drawn a little closer together under the 

figure. C. Size 15. 

“Story & Southworth Grocers 58 Vesey St New York.” Three stars. Rev.: A coin 

press. “1863 B& K.” C. Size 13. 

: “Story & Southworth Grocers 53 Vesey St. N. Y.” ‘Two stars. Rev.: An eagle on 

shield with ribbons inscribed, « E. Pluribus Unum” “ United States of America 1863, 
E.S.” 13 stars in shield, C. N. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: Similar to Reverse No. 314. But 14 stars in the 
shield. C, 

.: Same as Obverse No, 314. Rev.: Similar to Reverse No. 314, but without the die 
sinker’s initials. B. T. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: “ Not one Cent.” within a wreath. C. B, GS. T. 
.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: Similar to Reverse No, 317. The words « Not” 
and “one” close together. C. B. T. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: “NOT one Cent.” The word Not in large 
antique letters, N. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: An Indian head surrounded by 13 stars, “ 1863. _ 
E.S.’ The seventh star directly over the first feather in the head, C. 


.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: Similar to Reverse No, 320, Seventh star nearl 
between first and second feather of the head, and the die sinker’s initials omitted. C. B, 
GS. T. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: Similar to Reverse No. 321. The seventh star | 
directly over the third ieather of the head. C, B. GS. T. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 314. Rev.: “ United Country” in an oval, surrounded by a circle 
of 34 stars. C, B, GS. T. 

.: Same as Obverse 314. Rev.: Small bust of Washington in centre of a five pointed star. 
«E. Sigel 171 Willi N. Y.” B. T. 

.: Similar to Obverse No. 314. The lettering spread. Rev.: Same as Reverse No. 324. 
C. B. GS, T. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 325. Rev.: “Not one Cent. L. Roloff.” enclosed within # 
wreath, C. 

.: Same as Obverse No. 325. Rev.: Eagle on shield with ribbons inscribed, « E. Plurt- 
bus Unum.” «United States Medal.” “1863.” C. B. GS. T. : 

.: Same as Obverse No. 325. Rev.: Same as Reverse No. 316. B. GS. T. 


[To BE CONTINUED. } 





